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I. In General 


§ 2. Degree of offense of criminal mischief 
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The degree of the offense of criminal mischief and related offenses may depend upon the monetary value of the property 
damaged. 


The degree of the offense of criminal mischief and related offenses may depend upon the monetary value of the property 
damaged! or the amount of pecuniary loss to the property owner.” A criminal mischief statute may allow for the aggregation of 


amounts involved in offenses committed pursuant to a common scheme in determining pecuniary loss. The monetary damages 


from separate acts of criminal mischief against different property owners may not, however, where provided, be aggregated, 


even where they are the product of a single intent and design’ or occur at the same general location over a short period of time.” 


First degree damage to property may not require proof of the value of the property, but rather may, depending on the jurisdiction, 
require proof of interference with property in a manner as to endanger human life.° The offense of first degree criminal damage 


to property need not necessarily injure the owner of the damaged property and can apply where the person who is endangered 


is an apartment tenant.” 


Westlaw. © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. 


Footnotes 

l Ga.—Sloans v. State, 304 Ga. 363, 818 S.E.2d 596 (2018). 
Mass.—Com. v. Deberry, 57 Mass. App. Ct. 93, 781 N.E.2d 858 (2003), aff'd in part, rev'd in part on other 
grounds, 441 Mass. 211, 804 N.E.2d 911 (2004). 
As to the effect of the value of the property damaged as an element of criminal mischief, generally, see § 10. 


Damage amount relevant to severity of crime 
Fla.—S.P. v. State, 884 So. 2d 136 (Fla. 2d DCA 2004). 
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2 Tex.—Campbell v. State, 426 S.W.3d 780 (Tex. Crim. App. 2014). 
3 Mont.—In re B.W., 2014 MT 27, 373 Mont. 409, 318 P.3d 682 (2014). 
4 N.Y.—People v. Bornstein, 96 A.D.2d 722, 465 N.Y.S.2d 361 (4th Dep't 1983). 
5 Utah—State v. Barker, 624 P.2d 694 (Utah 1981). 
6 Ga.—Sloans v. State, 304 Ga. 363, 818 S.E.2d 596 (2018). 
To "endanger human life" means reckless endangerment rather than actual endangerment 
Ga.— Wilson v. State, 344 Ga. App. 285, 810 S.E.2d 303 (2018). 
7 Ga.—Taylor v. State, 344 Ga. App. 122, 809 S.E.2d 76 (2017). 
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